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Reading Guide Chapter 6 
 
Directions:  Print out the reading guide questions and answer them. All work 
must be completed in blue or black ink. Reading Guide questions are due on the 
day of exam for that unit. 
 
1. Explain the provisions and goal of the Simpson-Mazzoli Act? 
 
 
 
 
2. What is the key to the accuracy of opinion polls? 
 
 
 
 
3. List and explain three criticisms of public opinion polling. 
 
 a. 
 
 b. 
 
 c. 
 
 
4. According the Russell Neuman, what is the “paradox of mass politics?” 
 
 
 
 
5. List five activities of conventional political participation,  place a star next to the 
most common activity. 
 
 a. 
 
 b. 
 
 c. 
 
 d. 
 
 e. 
 
 
6. Explain how Americans’ lack of political knowledge and low participation rates 
affect democracy. 



 
APGOV TERMS: Directions: Completely identify the following terms. 
1. Civil disobedience 

2. Demography 

3. Minority majority 

4. Political culture 

5. Reapportionment 

6. Random sampling 

7. Sampling error 

8. Protest 

9. Gender gap 

10. Random-digit dialing 

 
 


